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Registration

Welcome and Introduction

Keynote #1: Patricia Jones (Women’s Leadership Institute) 

Breakout Panel #1: Understanding the Investor Mindset
Moderator: Erika Nash (Pelion Venture Partners)
Panel: Michelle Eichner (Digitile) | Sachin Narode (Xeniapp) 
Amanda Reed (CrowdSmart) | Mary Schroeder (MCS Ventures)

Break

Breakout Panel #2: Biases within Venture Capital
Moderator: Emily Smith (Divvy)
Panel: Brian Asingia (The Pearl Dream) | Susannah Duke 
(Pelion Venture Partners) | Andy Jorgensen (SLC Angels)
Susan Madsen (Utah Women & Leadership Project)

Break

Lunch + Keynote #2: Cydni Tetro (Brandless, Inc) 

Break

Breakout Panel #3: Opportunities and Glimmers of 
Hope on the Horizon
Moderator: Mark Erickson (Tanner LLC)
Panel: Bobbie Carlton (Innovation Women) | Kathleen Davis 
(SMRI) Kristi Holt (Vibeonix) | Devin Thorpe (Author)

Investor Presentations 
Moderator: Chris Badger (NowCFO)
Investor Panel: Nate McBride (Tamarak Capital) | Marcia Nelson 
(Triple C Advisory) | Kimmy Paluch (Beta Boom Ventures) 
Serene Papenfuss (Kickstart Seed Fund)

Presenting Companies: Meghann Kopecky (SafeLane Health)  
Andrea Sorensen (Liiingo) | Amanda Reed (CrowdSmart) |Teri 
Tito (Wumgo) | Katy Van Pelt (Triseka)

Afterparty @ The Shop (350 E 400 S, Salt Lake City, UT 84111)

08:00am – 09-00am: 

09:00am – 09:15am:  

09:15am – 10:00am:

10:00am – 10:45am:  

10:45am – 11:00am: 

11:00am – 11:45am:  

11:45am – 12:00pm:

12:00pm – 1:00pm:  

1:00pm – 1:15pm: 

1:15pm – 2:00pm:

2:00pm – 5:00pm:  

5:00pm – 7:00pm: 

AGENDA



TABLE OF CONTENTS

WeRoc Agenda 

Letter from Trent, CEO and President of VCO 

Sponsors

Conference Speakers 

Keynotes

01 Panel
Understanding the Investor Mindset 

02 Panel
Understanding and Navigating Biases within Venture Capital

03 Panel
Opportunities and Glimmers of Hope on the Horizon

Investor Panel 

Presenting Companies Panel

One Sheets

Speaker Biographies

VCO Board of Directors

Disclaimer



LETTER FROM TRENT

WeROC is quickly becoming the premier event in the state, 

the region, and soon the country for Women Entrepreneurs. 

That is our vision at VentureCapital.Org, to provide a venue 

for all women entrepreneurs to learn how to succeed and 

thrive in their business and with their dreams. And there is no 

better source for how to do it than the women who have and 

are still succeeding. I hope you learn the resilience necessary 

to make your mark and accomplish your vision for a better 

world. Thank you, entrepreneurs for your effort and your 

dreams. Let us help you make those a reality.

Trent Christensen

VentureCapital.Org President & CEO

Trent Christensen
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wümgo is the proud winner of the 2020 European Product Design Award in the Children’s Product Safety Category.
The European Product Design Award recognizes the efforts of talented international product and industrial designers
who aim to improve our daily lives with their practical, well thought out creations.EPDA is the only Design Awards
made in collaboration with the European Parliament. With over one thousand entries from across the globe, the
European Product Design Award winners represent the world’s best product designers.

wümgo introduces a quantum leap in safety to child carrying. wümgo’s introductory product, the child backpack
carrier, applies proven life-saving technology to protect a child’s head and body while being carried on urban
adventures and nature trails.

The first wümgo product, a backpack carrier, has been designed and a utility patent was awarded. The backpack
carrier features a fabric-covered impact-absorbing EPS foam liner and a hard carbon fiber outer shell, similar to the
construction of a bicycle helmet. wümgo is designed to shield and protect the child’s head, spine and body while being
carried on urban sidewalks and nature trails. wümgo backpack carrier is for children who are able to sit on their own
up to a 4 year old toddler or 40lbs.

wümgo backpack carrier is a hybrid system and its 3 attachments will be introduced and sold separately, which will
allow wümgo backpack carrier to quickly transform into a stroller, car seat and bicycle seat. Typically a parent will
purchase several expensive bulky child transport items. wümgo’s hybrid system keeps the brand compact. Parents can
purchase the entire wümgo suite with one purchase. Our hybrid system saves parents time, money and storage
space.

REVOLUTIONARYWEARABLE
CHILD CARRIER DESIGNED

FOR ACTIVE PARENTS

TERI TITO - Founder CEO - (312) 213.8337 - teri@wumgo.comisBorn

Inspiration for
The light bulb turned on while I spent time hiking 14ners in Colorado.
There were so many young families out hiking while using a child carrier. I
couldn’t stop thinking that if a parent tripped and fell their child would be
seriously injured in a cloth carrier.

I began to research child carrier accidents and my fears were confirmed. A
study conducted by the Center for Injury research and Policy of the
Research Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospitals found that over a 21
year period from 1990-2010 almost 361,000 children aged 5 years and
younger were treated in hospital emergency departments for stroller or
carrier related injuries.

That’s about two children every hour. The study published online today in
The American Pediatrics, found that TBIs, concussions account for 65% of
stroller related hospitalizations and 79% of carrier related hospitalizations.

The wümby front carrier, designed for small babies, will be introduced simultaneously with the
wümgo backpack carrier. The front carrier; wümby, features a fabric covered protective structure
protecting the baby’s head and vital areas of the body. The baby will be worn close to the parents
body with openings on either side of the carrier which allow the parent to feel and see the baby
easily. wümby is designed for a baby who can hold their head up on their own up to 2 years old.



Patented technology utilizing evidence-based medicine
to solve health problems.  Revenue-to-date $1.9M.
Seeking investment for new product effectively treating
depression, The Lightbulb Cure.

INVESTMENT

Founded  2015
Employees  Post-Funding 4 FTE’s 
Website   safelanehealth.com   
Headquarters  Salt Lake City, UT
Industry  Healthcare Technology

Series   Pre-Seed
Raise   $340K (Safe Note)
Valuation  $4.1 M
Previous Funding Founder Investment, 0% Debt

KEY METRICS

Funding to Profitability <12 Months
Target Market  14M depressed women (40-55)
B2B Revenue   $1.9M

TEAM

Dr. Hegmann & Dr. Thiese are national experts,
running clinical trials for the CDC (COVID), have
published treatment guidelines for mental/physical
conditions & are sought after researchers. Their
empirically grounded database drive SafeLane’s
proprietary algorithms.  Meghann Kopecky has
successfully led the company to ~ $2M in sales.
Ginger Bower has over 25 years of marketing
experience, with her most recent position as VP of
Marketing for Overstock.com. 

SAFELANEHEALTH
technology @ work

https://safelanehealth.comsafelanehealth.comsafelanehealth.com  

https://thelightbulbcuThe Lightbulb Cure.The Lightbulb Cure. re.com

Use of Funds
Dev, AI, Individualization

50%

Marketing
45%

Meghann Kopecky
MBA

Founder/CEO

https://www.linkedin.com/in/meghann-kopecky-0701b6b0/h Meghann KopeckyMeghann Kopecky Matt Thiese
PhD, MSPH
Co-Founder

Kurt Hegmann
MD, MPH

Co-Founder

Ginger Bower
MBA

Partner/CMO

er-bower-61a390/-6hGinger BowerGinger Bower12/Kurt HegmannKurt Hegmannhttps://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-matthew-thiese-43492a4a/Matt ThieseMatt Thiese

Business Advisors

Medical Advisors

Ted McAleer, Andy Buffmire, Celia Hodent

Pam Warren, Dan Bruns, Molly Brady, Mark Hyman, Steven MandelPam WarrenPam Warren

Celia HodeCelia HodeAndy BuffmAndy BuffmTed McAleeTed McAlee

For more information:   Meghann Kopecky, CEO | 801.440.9267
         meghann.kopecky@safelanehealth.com

OVERVIEW

HIGHLIGHTS

IP & Patent
Issued patent  10,825,555
Enhancement application
No. US-2021-0050079-A1

EXIT

We’ve identified 3 natural fits:
1) NOOM, weight loss app. $400M in revenue. Depression and obesity
are linked.
2) TalkSpace & 3) Betterhelp: Our solution addresses their bottleneck of
therapist shortages.

FINANCIALS

We will be cash flow positive with a mere 2,400 paying customers.
Burn rate: $45k per month.  ARR $6M by 2024.  41% net margin.

83% of participants who were depressed
day 1 were no longer clinically depressed
after 10 days. 100% mood increase
most days as reported during daily
mood report.

Effective & Fast: Pilot Data

Proven track record
5M+ users with COVID solution
(B2B). Our B2C strategy will
enable fast, explosive growth.

Female Focused. 
Helping women, helps everyone.

Scalable solution, helping
millions which solves the $114B
depression problem by teaching
individuals behavior change
through evidence-based medicine
AI, & predictive analytics.

Initial focus on high growth B2C solution, followed by focusing on
healthcare, insurance & service providers.

Unparalled expertise. Our team’s
extensive medical, marketing, &
technology expertise makes us stand
apart.

(000s)   2020  2021  2022e  2023e  2024e
Revenue  1,200     660     900        3,000     6,000
Growth   1163%  (45%)  35%  230%  100%
OpEx   360    262  540  1,400  2,300 
Net Income  422  200  350  1,700  4240
Net Margin  30%  40%  61%  50%  41%

Property of SafeLane Health | Sept. 2021

SafeLane Health offers the market a way to markedly reduce depression
quickly & affordably.  The solution offers the FASTEST, imperically-based
way to feel better without side effects.

Competitor Founded Revenue Funding
Happify  2012  3M  73M-series D
Woebot  2017  -  >100M  
Betterhelp 2013  >200M  Acquired-Teladoc Health

COMPETITION

Our patented platform accurately identifies health conditions & reveals
evidence-based medicine for the best outcomes.  Launching our
first product in 2017, SafeLane added a COVID solution for state
governments.  These services have generated almost $2M in revenue.

Focusing on the future, the largest health problem currently is depression.
31M individuals actively sought treatment but couldn’t find it.

Our B2C solution, trademarked The Lightbulb Cure, integrates the two
most effective treatments (analysis of 1500 clinical trials and 10K
participants) into an engaging, daily experience, delivered to your device.
The 10-day experience proved highly effective in treating depression.

Currently, SafeLane Health is raising $340K to individualize and scale.
Investment scheduled to turn a profit within 12 months.





Changing the world through
smarter decisions

Enterprise AI software delivered as a cloud service
Beta program complete: 6 customers - including:

IBM, the University of California Investment Office ($140B AUM), Trellis, and AngelMD
Robust patent-pending IP, 13 Employees, GA release Q3/21
Backed by angel and seed stage venture capital investors
Headquartered in San Francisco, CA with a virtual workforce

Hiring nationwide with a focus on the SF Bay Area, Boise, ID and Salt Lake City, UT

44 Tehama St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
info@crowdsmart.ai

Amanda Reed, CEO
Tom Kehler, PhD, Co-founder, Chief Scientist
Kim Polese, Co-founder, Executive Chairman
Markus Guehrs, Co-founder, CTO

Decision performance management for agile organizations

"CrowdSmart is one of the most fascinating
offerings I've seen in a long while"
Kjell Carlsson, PhD, AI Analyst, Forrester Research

"The hottest new software I've seen in 3 to 4 years"
Jim Lundy, Founder & CEO, Aragon Research

Former Head of Knowledge Management practice, Gartner

CrowdSmart helps business leaders make smarter decisions



 
Email:  andrea@liiingo.com 
One Line Summary: Liiingo is seeking $5 million in late seed for feature 
development, investment in marketing, and implementing scaling plan.   
 
Business Summary: Liiingo is a mobile engagement platform helping 
businesses leverage every touchpoint throughout the customer journey. 

Management: CEO and founder: Andrea Sorensen 
CVO and founder: Dustin Siddoway 
COO and founder: John Waite 
VP of Sales: Brandon Wallace 
 
Customer Problem: Due to rapidly increasing mobile device usage, the 
traditional customer journey has been upended, leaving businesses 
struggling to convert customer touchpoints into opportunities.   

 
Product/Services: No-code mobile engagement platform allowing 
businesses a simple, affordable, low-risk option to move to a mobile app.  
The app platform leverages key customer touchpoints, helping businesses 
convert, upsell, cross-sell, and engage.   
 
Target Market: Small & midsize customer-centric businesses, including 
specialty product, destinations, MLMs, and agencies. 

 

Customers: Salt Lake City Cultural Core, Salt Lake City Airport, City of 
Idaho Falls, Idaho Falls Zoo, Yellowstone Bear World, United Way, 
ProPEAT, Medmetrics, My Home Group, Renova. 

Sales/Marketing Strategy: Online subscription plans: digital marketing – 
heavy in email.  Social and inbound also. 
 
Enterprise: channel partners and direct sales 
 
Business model: Subscription as a Service model.  Online plans range 
from $99-$999 per month.  Enterprise plans range from $1,000 - 
$50,000/month.  

Competitors: Mobile website builders, app builders and dev shops.   

 

Financials* 2019 
(actual) 

2020 2021 2022 

Rev 41 39 100 1,000 
Expenditure 731 896 1,300 1,500 
Net -690 -857 -1,200 -500 

*In Thousands (000) in USD 

 
Company Profile: 
URL: www.liiingo.com 
Industry: Software, mobile tech 
Employees: 15 
 
Contact: 
Name Andrea Sorensen 
Email  andrea@liiingo.com 
Phone 208-660-6406 
 
Financial Information: 
 
Previous Capital: $2.4 million 
Founders Investment: $100k                      
Monthly burn Rate: $100k 
Pre Money valuation: $15 
milliion 
 
Management:  
CEO and founder: Andrea 
Sorensen 
CVO and founder: Dustin 
Siddoway 
COO: John Waite 
VP of Sales: Brandon Wallace 
 
 
Advisors:  
Joe Bonocore, Bonocore 
Technology Partners 
Aaron Marcum, Vue Advisors 
Layne Mosely, Snap Inc. & 
Instructure 
 
             
 



The TAM for the child transport industry is estimated to be $17 billion annually,
and the US market comprises roughly $6 billion of that. The child transport
industry includes child carriers, car seats, strollers, and bicycle seats. Child carrier
sales are growing at 4.5% per annum. It is estimated that 98 percent of parents
own at least one mobility product.

wümgo’s protective front and backpack carriers along with its attachments
will be targeted to parents with children under the age of 5, the new mom
economy and parent safety groups. Social media will be utilized to target
this largely Millennial demographic, and will initially be sold through the
wümgo.com website. National chains specializing in selling children’s
products, such as Buy Buy Baby, and outdoor recreational gear such as REI
will be targeted, as well as independent retail stores, online baby registries
and influencer endorsements. We will have a presence at the ABC Baby and
Outdoor Retailer Industry Conventions, as well as apply for awards
recognizing child product innovation. We will engage the media with timely
and pertinent developments. Following US introduction the European
market will be targeted with a plan to sell to over 30 countries worldwide.

Opportunity
There are two types of child carriers on the market today; soft fabric carriers
which fit close to the caregiver’s body and backpack carriers which use a metal
frame to suspend a fabric carrier. Both types of carriers leave the child’s body
and head exposed and unprotected from potential falls.

Market

Market Strategy

Manufacture & Distribution
wümgo is currently investigating the merits of outsourced production in North America. The company’s
team and advisor network includes individuals with experience designing and manufacturing bicycle
helmets, strollers and child carriers, as well as liaising with oversea suppliers. Fulfilment will initially be
outsourced, and brought inside as soon as possible.

Capital Required
At present, the founder has financed the patent research and its success by the USPTO and has financed
the creation of the CAD design drawings for the backpack carrier. Two prototypes have been built.
Committed capital of $2.0 million is required and will be used to manufacture both carriers and the
attachments, build out an e-commerce capable website, conduct the sales and marketing campaign,
develop the distribution network in the US and in Europe, and to secure the employment of key design
and marketing staff.  

TERI TITO - Founder CEO - (312) 213.8337 - teri@wumgo.com - wumgo.com



FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS
The following chart summarizes wümgo’s projected sales ($165 million) and exit valuation ($340 million)
at the end of five years. The valuation multiples used at the five year exit point were observed in the
2009 acquisition of a soft carrier company by a publicly-traded investment firm, and are consistent with
market multiples attributable to high margin, high growth companies.

TERI TITO - Founder CEO - (312) 213.8337 - teri@wumgo.com - wumgo.com
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Patricia Jones

Pat Jones was tapped as CEO of Women’s Leadership Institute because of her 
background and expertise in the business and political worlds as well as her ability 
to engage, collaborate and lead.

As co-founder and former President of Dan Jones & Associates, a successful public 
opinion and market research firm for 35 years, Jones helped lead and manage the 
company while serving on numerous community and company boards. Jones is 
an experienced and highly-regarded researcher, specializing in qualitative 
research, having conducted hundreds of focus groups throughout the country for 
a variety of industries since 1980.

Senator Jones served in the Utah Legislature for 14 years, serving in leadership 
positions 12 of those years. She was a member of the Utah House of 
Representatives from 2000-2006 and was elected to the Utah Senate in 2006-2014, 
serving eight years there, including serving as the first female leader in either 
party and in either House. While in the Utah Legislature, Jones was a member of 
various committees, including Public Education, Higher Education, Health and 
Human Services, Judiciary, Economic Development, Law Enforcement, 
Government Operations and Executive Appropriations.

A University of Utah graduate in Communications (magna cum laude), Jones 
currently serves on the Utah Board of Regents, National Education Association 
Foundation Board, the Salt Lake Chamber Executive Board, Zions Bank Advisory 
Board, Chair of Intermountain Healthcare Community Care Foundation, Dominion 
Energy Advisory Board, Chair of Governor’s Education Excellence Commission, 
Silicon Slopes Board, Chair of Mental Health Working Group for the Board of 
Regents, a Commissioner on the Western Interstate Commission on Higher 
Education, Garff Foundation Success in Education Board, Utah Commission on 
Financial and Economic Education, and on the National Advisory Board of the 
University of Utah School of Dentistry.

Jones has served on the boards of United Way of Salt Lake, Zions Bank Women’s 
Financial Group, Utah Symphony and Opera, St. Mark’s Hospital, Hale Centre 
Theatre, Columbus Community Center, University of Utah Alumni Association, 
Coalition for People with Disabilities, This is the Place State Park, Utah Commission 
on Aging, and the Coalition for the Understanding of Substance Abuse Disease.

Pat Jones’ interests are many, but she prefers to move rather than sit. She enjoys 
exercising, biking, skiing, playing pickle ball, tennis, watching sports (especially 
basketball and football), reading, politics, cooking, having fun with her children 
and grandchildren and traveling. Her least favorite thing to do is to wait in long 
lines.

Patricia was married to the late Dr. Dan E. Jones and has four children and 11 
grandchildren.
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Cydni Tetro is recognized as an innovator of experience, a growth leader, 
technologist, STEM advocate, author, and speaker. Creating immersive customer 
experiences through technology and product innovation for business growth and 
market leadership is woven throughout her career.

Cydni is currently the CEO of Brandless, a technology-enabled consumer platform 
that is building the largest digitally native roll-up of mission-based brands. Prior to 
this position, she was CEO of ForgeDX, a customer acceleration platform used by 
companies like Verizon, Adobe, Microsoft, Dell and other large tech companies to 
transform customer experience. She also founded and was the CEO of  acquired 
3DplusMe, a 3D printing platform where personal images combined with favorite 
characters became personalized action figures through partnerships with Marvel, 
Star Wars, NFL, and MLB, as well as Hasbro, Walmart, and Target. She spent 5 years 
at Disney in Imagineering leading technology commercialization and building 
technology businesses inside Disney, including its Theme Parks, ESPN and ABC. 
She is also founder and President of the Women Tech Council, a non-profit that 
amplifies the economic impact of women in tech. She has secured millions of 
dollars in fundraising capital, teaches at the Goldman Sachs 10K Small Business 
Program, Babson, and BYU, sits a number of boards including the 
Intermountain/SelectHealth Healthcare, and has been recognized as Women of 
the Year, Contributor of the Year, Top 10 Coolest Entrepreneurs, received Stevie 
Awards for Entrepreneur of the Year and Innovator of the Year, and been 
recognized as a Most Successful Businesswoman to Watch. She holds a master’s 
degree in business administration and a bachelor’s in computer science from BYU.

Michelle Eichner is the founder and CEO of Digitile. Eichner is a seasoned marketer 
and SaaS software veteran with a deep understanding of the marketplace. Her 
more than 25 years of in-depth B2B experience driving product marketing and 
strategy helps her identify market challenges, gaps and solutions. Prior to 
co-founding Digitile, Eichner served as vice president of product marketing at 
Persado, a 2017 CNBC Disruptor 50 startup. She spent more than five years as 
product director at IBM. Additionally, Eichner co-founded bootstrapped Pivotal 
Veracity, an email deliverability platform.

Cydni Tetro

Michelle Eichner 
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Sachin Narode is an entrepreneur, speaker and venture advisor based in 
Manhattan.   

He is the CEO and founder of Xeniapp.  He began his career as a doctor and 
research scientist specializing in Circadian Neurobiology, but soon pursued his 
passion for entrepreneurship.  In 2009, he co-founded Sovagen Biosciences, a 
health monitoring wristband technology, and exited to a strategic buyer in 2013.  
In 2010, with a goal of helping impoverished farmers in India, Sachin also founded 
eMangoz.  He was one of the first major importers of Indian Alphonso mangos to 
the U.S.  In 2016, he co-founded "Survive and Thrive Today", a boot camp where 
entrepreneurs collaborate with investors, partners, and mentors and build a 
community that supports startups. 

Sachin has built Xeniapp into a cloud-based marketplace that consolidates 
virtually every aspect of travel on a single booking platform. Xeniapp offers a 
white label travel booking engine that allows travel service providers to launch 
and scale their travel business. The company is headquartered in New York with 
offices in India and Singapore.   

He obtained his bachelor's degree in general medicine from Maharashtra 
University of Health Sciences in 2005. He has an MS in Biological Sciences and an 
MBA in Information and Technology and worked in international relations and 
business development with the University of Pennsylvania. 

Amanda Reed is CEO of CrowdSmart, cloud-based artificial intelligence software 
improving our world by helping leaders make smarter decisions. Prior to 
CrowdSmart, Ms. Reed led the long-horizon innovation team for GIC, the 
sovereign wealth fund of Singapore, and created a top-tier track record as a 
Managing Director of an early-stage venture capital fund, Palomar Ventures, with 
$500MM AUM. Prior to becoming a VC, Ms. Reed was an early employee or 
founding team member of four technology focused start-ups including computer 
distribution and training, light manufacturing, software, and cloud services, two of 
which grew to become public companies. A passionate advocate for leadership 
and core values in both entrepreneurship and early stage investing, Ms. Reed is a 
co-author of a NVCA publication on start-up board governance. She recently 
returned to Boise, Idaho after 20+ years in the SF Bay Area, with her husband, two 
teenagers and their devoted dog who keeps them all sane.

Sachin Narode

Amanda Reed 
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Mary Schroeder: Senior advisor and 20-year investor veteran.  Mentoring entrepre-
neurs and CEOs on how to profitably grow their businesses.  Mary focuses on 
building US-based, female-lead consumer goods companies from $500k in annual 
revenue to achieve profitability and $25m in annual revenues.   All investments are 
made from her private family office.

Erika joined Pelion Venture Partners in 2021 as a Senior Associate responsible for 
deal sourcing, evaluation, and execution. She is passionate about emerging tech-
nology and investing in product-focused entrepreneurs. 
Before Pelion, Erika worked as an investor for Sorenson Capital, a $430 million 
growth-stage firm focused on infrastructure, cybersecurity, and analytics software. 
Prior to that, she managed a $300 million product line for a private equity backed 
company and led strategic growth initiatives in advance of the company's acquisi-
tion. During graduate school, she worked in the corporate transactions group at 
Wilson Sonsini and as a management consultant for PwC supporting cloud-based 
software and networking companies.
Erika graduated cum laude with her JD/MBA from Brigham Young University 
where she co-managed the university’s $3.9M student-run venture capital fund. 
She also holds a Bachelor of Science in business management. Outside of work, 
Erika enjoys skiing, hiking, and the performing arts.

Mary Schroeder 

Erika Nash
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Marcia is a Managing Director at Sharenett, a members-only global network of 
professional investors collaborating on curated, quality investment opportunities. 
Marcia has spent a large portion of her career working in and for family offices and 
private dealmakers. She was previously at Alberleen Family Office Solutions, an 
independent investment advisory firm backed by family offices, and she formerly 
worked for an ultra-high-net-worth philanthropic family as well as a sports and 
entertainment family. Over the last 20 years, she has developed a strong network 
of private families, institutional investors, and advisers who are increasingly 
seeking access to quality direct deal flow from trusted, experienced partners.

Triple C Advisory is a business life cycle consulting firm Marcia co-founded. 
Working off three pillars – Customer Acquisition, Consulting and Capital – the firm 
works with early stage companies as an advisor and board member to prepare 
them to receive institutional-grade investments.

Marcia serves on the boards of several industry-related organizations, including: as 
President of ACG-NY (Association for Corporate Growth), which focuses on driving 
middle-market investments; as a  board member of VentureCapitall.Org, a 
non-profit early-stage start up accelerator; and with the investment committee for 
University Impact, a donor-advised fund. She is also an advisor to a Utah-based 
Single Family Office. 

Marcia was named one of the 2020 Most Influential Women in Mid-Market M&A by 
Mergers & Acquisitions magazine, was listed as one the 2018 Who’s Who In Impact 
Investing by the Denver Business Journal and was honored with the 2017 ACG-NY 
Women of Leadership Award. 

She received her BA from Southern Utah State College and her MBA from the 
Gabelli School at Fordham University. Marcia holds Series 7 and 63 licenses.

Suz joined Pelion in 2018. Suz focuses on investing into companies within fintech, 
vertical SaaS and consumer enabled marketplaces. Suz loves companies that 
democratize data or opportunity for the majority. Pelion is currently investing out 
of its seventh fund, which is a $350M fund. Pelion invests in Seed and Series A 
software companies. 

Marcia Nelson
TRIPLE C ADVISORY

 Susannah Duke
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Andy Jorgensen has deep roots in the software space and regularly speaks at 
Startup, Investor, and Technology events across North America. He manages the 
Lighthouse Investments portfolio with positions in over 80 companies. He has 
founded or co-founded several INC 500 technology businesses himself. Currently a 
member of Salt Lake City Angels, Andy is also Limited Partner in BoomStartup and 
mentor in Venture Capital.org's accelerator programs. Andy sits on the Board(s) of 
fast growing technology companies in Utah, New York, Boston, and the Bay area.

Dr. Susan R. Madsen is the Inaugural Karen Haight Huntsman Endowed Professor 
of Leadership in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business at Utah State University. 
She is also the Founding Director of the Utah Women & Leadership Project, which 
focuses on strengthening the impact of Utah girls and women through increasing 
college completion rates and helping girls and women find their voices and 
become leaders. Professor Madsen and her team have written many Utah research 
and policy briefs, research snapshots, impact reports, newspaper editorials, and 
other resources. They host 20-30 events each year to support the mission of their 
work.

Susan is also a well-known global scholar, authoring or editing six books and 
publishing hundreds of articles, chapters, and reports. Madsen’s research has been 
featured in the U.S. News and World Report, The Atlantic, The New York Times, 
Parenting Magazine, Chronicle of Higher Education, The Washington Post, and she 
is a regular contributor to Forbes. She is a sought-after speaker in local, national, 
and international settings. For example, she has presented at the New York Times, 
Argentina Parliament Palace, House of Commons in England, Lithuania President’s 
Palace, and NGO sessions at the United Nations. She serves on or advises many 
nonprofit, community, and education boards and committees, including Silicon 
Slopes, Envision Utah, the Utah Governor’s One Utah Roadmap, Real Women Run, 
United Way of Utah County, South Davis County Communities that Care, Utah 
Financial Empowerment Coalition, KUER Radio, and more. Madsen received a 
bachelor’s degree from BYU, masters from Portland State, and a doctorate from 
the University of Minnesota. She and her husband Greg are the proud parents of 
four adult children and two grandchildren.

For more detailed information about Dr. Madsen, see her detailed bio and her CV. 
For more information about her writing and speaking, check out her LinkedIn 
articles, UWLP "In the News," speaking and consulting website, and her Forbes 
articles. Also, join her on social media: LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.

 Andy Jorgensen

Susan Madsen
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Emily Smith is the Director of Strategic Partnerships at Divvy where has spent the 
past 2 years building Divvy's banking partner channel. Before Divvy, Emily was the 
Director of Kiln Lehi, co-founder of e-commerce startup Mentionables, co-founder 
of the inaugural Silicon Slopes Founder Chapter, committee member of the Silicon 
Slopes Consumer Chapter, and also previously at Album VC & Cake Technologies 
while pursuing her MBA at BYU. In 2019 Emily was named both a 40 Under 40 
honoree by Utah Valley BusinessQ and a Women Tech Awards Finalist.

Bobbie Carlton is the founder of Carlton PR & Marketing, Innovation Nights and 
Innovation Women, or, as she calls them, the day job, the night job and the dream 
job. Carlton PR & Marketing is a full-service marketing agency. Innovation Nights is 
a monthly product launch event that has helped to launch more than 1500 
products which received more than $4B in funding. And Innovation Women is an 
online speaker bureau connecting event managers and awesome speakers who 
just happen to be women. She’s an award-winning marketing and PR professional 
who speaks regularly on marketing, public speaking, startups and women’s issues.

Emily Smith 

Bobbie Carlton
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Dr. Davis is originally from Southern California and received her B.S from California 
State Polytechnic University, M.S. and Ph.D. in Sport Management from the 
University of Southern California before securing teaching positions and tenure 
with Tulane University, Rice University, Northeastern University and Florida 
Atlantic University. She has presented and published nationally and internationally 
on a variety of sport related business topics including sport marketing, market 
research, sport economics and sport sponsorship research. She has published a 
textbook: Sport Management: Private Sector Business Strategies, Wm. C. 
Brown/Benchmark Publications. Dr. Davis is Founder, President and CEO of the 
Sport Management Research Institute (SMRI) and CEO for GIG Consulting. These 
companies collectively have studied event analytics and research trends, along 
with developed fan engagement platforms in the marketplace for the last 24 
years. SMRI select client list includes the National Football League, Breeders’ Cup, 
Farmers Insurance Open, Festival of Lights, Chicago Bears, New York Giants, New 
York Jets, Philadelphia Eagles, Oakland Raiders, Jacksonville Jaguars, Pittsburgh 
Steelers, Homestead Motor-sports Complex, Meadowlands Sport Complex, Bank 
Atlantic Center, Helen Hayes Broadway Theatre, Red Bull North America, USTA, AVP, 
US Open Tennis Championships, WTA, AVP and Super Bowls XXIX through LII. Dr. 
Davis is a recognized expert nationally in the field of Sport Economics and Event 
Data Analytics. Headquartered in Southern California, SMRI presently has a West 
Coast Office in San Diego, California. Dr. Davis was honored in 2006 as a National 
Distinguished Woman in Business and in 2010 as a Cal Poly Pomona Distinguished 
Alumni. She is currently an adjunct at the University of Southern California, 
Annenberg School of Communication and California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, College of Business; UCSD Rady School of Management, National 
University Graduate Thesis Research Course (HUB650/HUB670).

Kathleen Davis
SMRI
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Kristi Holt is the chief executive officer of Vibeonix, quantifying wellness utilizing 
voice analysis AI. 

Kristi is a born entrepreneur.  She has been recognized for her leadership, 
community involvement, and ability to mobilize change. Holt began her career as 
a young entrepreneur, over 20 years ago.  She applies her learned skills to 
implement and define Vibeonix’s strategy and technologies. 

After years of personal experience and research in neuroscience and human 
behavior, she went on to build an innovative biofeedback voice technology 
revealing emotional and mental wellbeing.   

Kristi’s business strategy has radically transformed businesses and the lives of 
those who have used her tool. Her tool sheds light on emotions and how to build 
a healthy relationship with each one of them to help people along their journey of 
self-awareness.  

Prior to her role at Vibeonix, Kristi has been involved with 10 start-up companies in 
a variety of industries such as Health and Beauty e-commerce, Solar, Subprime 
Auto Lending, CBD Manufacturing, Media company (local magazine), and 
Technology.  She has successfully exited 5 companies, currently maintains 
ownership in 3 companies, and dissolved 2 companies.  With each start-up, Kristi 
has fundraised, led an acquisition, led in sales and marketing, and developed 
numerous processes to success.

Kristi sits on the board of the Women Tech Council and is on the Advisory Board of 
the WeLift UVU program to mentor women entrepreneurs.  

Kristi Holt
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Devin is a bestselling author who ran for Congress in 2020. He calls himself a 
champion of social good. Drawing on more than 1,200 interviews with 
changemakers, he loves to share stories of their “superpowers for good.” As a 
Forbes contributor, with over 500 bylines and over two million unique readers, he 
became a recognized name in the social impact arena. His Your Mark on the World 
show, featuring over 1,200 celebrities, CEOs, billionaires, entrepreneurs—including 
Bill Gates—and others who are out to change the world, gave him a recognizable 
face as well. He has helped nonprofits raise millions of dollars via crowdfunding. 
He twice hosted a 24-hour livestream via YouTube on #GivingTuesday, featuring 
more than 90 interviews with nonprofits. Previously, Devin served as the CFO of 
the third-largest company on the 2009 Inc. 500 list. He also founded and led a 
FINRA-registered investment bank. After completing a degree in finance at the 
University of Utah, he earned an MBA from Cornell University. Having lived on 
three continents and visited over 40 countries on six continents and with guests 
from around the world on his show, Devin brings a global perspective on 
purpose-driven leadership to international audiences–from the UN to 
Nepal–empowering them to do more good and make their mark on the world. 
These lessons also enable them to change their personal lives and to drive positive 
change within their organizations. His books provide roadmaps to audiences on 
how to use money for good. His books have been read over 1 million times! Today, 
Devin channels the idealism of his youth, volunteering whenever and wherever he 
can, with the loving support of his wife, Gail. Their son, Dayton, works in San 
Francisco. Frequently finding himself on airplanes, he is glad to be 
middle-seat-sized.

Mark has over 25 years of audit and business advisory experience, which includes 
two years on staff with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. Mark 
specializes in serving a variety of clients in the technology, manufacturing, 
distribution, and banking sectors. Mark is a graduate of Utah State University and 
has a Master’s degree in accounting. He is a member of the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants and the Utah Association of Certified Public 
Accountants. Mark is also the chairman of the National Advisory Board for the 
Utah State University Jon M. Huntsman School of Business.

Devin Thorpe
AUTHOR

TM

Mark Erickson
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Nate is a Partner & CFO at Tamarak Capital, a venture-focused multi-family office 
based in Springville, Utah.

Nate is experienced in managing high-growth companies and previously served 
as VP Finance & Strategy at Profire Energy (NASDAQ: PFIE) where he led the 
company’s uplisting to NASDAQ, as well as other key strategic initiatives. He has 
broad experience in growth-capital strategy as both an operator and investor and 
has led public offerings, private offerings, debt- and venture financings. He also 
has unique experience managing strategic and legal activities of both public and 
private companies, including acquisitions, owner buy-outs, and creative 
partnerships. He finds significant purpose in helping companies (and their 
founders) overcome challenges and grow. 

Nate graduated from BYU, where he studied Business Strategy and Economics. He 
has two awesome children and loves playing soccer, fishing, hiking, and watching 
Christopher Guest movies. 

Kimmy Paluch is the founder and Managing Partner of Beta Boom, a pre-seed fund 
that invests in software companies serving the rising majority and provides a 
unique post-investment model that increases the likelihood of successful 
outcomes by providing daily tactical support and coaching from product, 
marketing, sales, and fundraising experts.  

Prior to Beta Boom, Kimmy founded a Silicon Valley innovation firm where she 
defined the strategic vision and design of award-winning interactive products for 
startups and high-profile clients including TiVo, LeapFrog, and HubSpot. Currently, 
Kimmy sits on the leadership boards for VentureCapital.org, Utah AA Charitable 
Foundation, Womenpreneurs, and Intermountain Healthcare. She is also part of 
the leadership circle for The Conservation Lands Foundation.

Kimmy earned her B.A. in Computer Science from Dartmouth College and MBA 
from MIT Sloan School of Management.

Serene Papenfuss: Serene is passionate about working with entrepreneurs, and 
spends most of her time with SaaS and marketplace startups. Prior to Kickstart, she 
worked at Susquehanna Growth Equity, a growth-stage B2B tech fund. Serene 
helped build SGE's Portfolio Value Creation team, a function dedicated to 
accelerating portfolio company growth. In this capacity, she worked primarily on 
strategy and go-to-market initiatives to scale revenue, boost retention, and more. 
Previously, she worked as a management consultant at Cicero Group on growth 
and transformation strategy.

Serene is from Tokyo and fluent in Japanese. She is a Boston-qualified marathon 
runner and enjoys food, reading, drawing, and traveling.

Nate McBride 

Kimmy Paluch

 Serene Papenfuss
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Chris Badger joined NOW CFO in 2014 and is a Partner in the Salt Lake City, Utah 
office. Chris is a hard driving Senior Accounting professional who brings a broad 
and diverse industry experience to his clients. He has extensive experience in 
external financial reporting, support for Boards and investor relationships. Chris 
attended the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, Utah, and obtained a Bachelor of 
Arts in Accounting as well as an MBA from Keller Graduate School of Business.
In his free time, Chris actively volunteers with the Boy Scouts of America, and 
currently resides in South Jordan, Utah.

Chris Badger
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2020 Statistics: 

- 60 companies

- 52 interns

- 478 mentors

70% of our companies raise capital annually

808 % of ourur eentntrepreneurs still have thriving 
bubusiinesses 10 years later 





Dentons Durham Jones Pinegar, 
challenging the status quo to 
serve clients better

From start-up and emerging companies to 
the world’s best-known corporate names, 
clients throughout the US and beyond trust our 
collaborative, forward-thinking approach and are 
reassured by our track record of helping clients 
overcome their most daunting challenges and 
achieve their business objectives.

+1 801 375 6600

dentons.com





www.stoel.com   |   @stoelrives

Proud to support the 
WeROC Conference
We salute the resilience and 
success of women entrepreneurs

Technology is a multifaceted, influential and fluid industry. Squire’s team of industry-focused assurance, tax
and advisory professionals combine industry knowledge with technical experience to help companies take

advantage of existing and emerging opportunities.

More than just a capital partner

info@aimventura.com

www.aimventura.com

70% of the companies
that go through our 
programs raise capital 
within 12 months of 
completed mentorship. 



N O  M A T T E R  H O W  F A S T 
Y O U G E T  T H E R E . . .

W E ’ L L  B E  W I T H Y O U 
E V E R Y  S T E P  O F  T H E 

W A Y .

Nina Quarequio, Audit Partner

Tom Lund, Director

Ben Lonsdale, Director

Find us at tannerco.com



NOW CFO
Proudly Supports
Women Entrepreneurs!!

Visit www.rcherbals.com to learn more about our products
*These statements have not been evaulated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. 

GET TO KNOW OUR HERBS! 



• System Upgrades
• Stable & Scalable 

Solutions
• Essential Analytics

SYSTEMS

• Real-Time Visibility
•
• Operational 

Benchmarking

PROCESSES

• C-Level Coaching
• Team Training & 

Development
• Strategic Networking

PERSONNEL

YOUR TRANSFORMATION PARTNER

THE

MOST EXPERIENCED
TRANSFORMATIONAL CFO’S IN UTAH

Preferred CFO provides tailored 
CFO, Systems, and Advisory 
services to organizations that 
need help removing obstacles 
to growth and taking their 
business to the next level.

Our team consists of
experienced CFO advisors,
systems experts, controllers, and 
bookkeepers. This means we 
can advise or augment existing 
teams at every level, or can offer 

solutions to organizations 
without an in-house team.

 www.preferredcfo.com   |   801-804-5800   | info@preferredcfo.com



VentureCapital.Org touches 60+ companies per year, 
and these companies go on to achieve big results.



13%
of Idaho GDP is from

Manufacturing
(8.1 B)

9%
of Idaho Jobs are in

Manufacturing
(62 K)TECH  HELP

Idaho Manufacturing Specialists

Food 
& Dairy 

Processing

New Product 
& Market 

Development 

3 Ways
TechHelp
Serves Idaho
Manufacturers

Operational 
Excellence

TechHelp’s mission is

to provide assistance to Idaho

manufacturers, food and dairy
processors, and entrepreneurs,

to grow their revenues,

to increase their

productivity and

performance, and to

strengthen their global
competitiveness.

Quick Facts about TechHelp:

5 Service Centers Statewide

12 Manufacturing Specialists

175 Combined years of hands-
on Manufacturing Experience

100+ combined years of
Advanced Training in
Manufacturing Disciplines

TechHelp annually trains 
workers from over 250

Idaho manufacturers

Trained from
Food and 

Dairy Industry

Food 
and Dairy 

OperationsTrained from 
Other Industries

Other 
Industries

TechHelp provides on-site
consultation to over 100

Idaho manufacturers
every year

$175M
in Sales, 
Savings, 
and 
Investment

Results from an independent survey

818
Jobs
Added 

TechHelp Economic Impact in 2020

250 100

TRAINING

TechHelp Serves Idaho
Manufacturers by Providing:

CONSULTATION

26 74
250

Workers

Did you know?

350
Workers





DISCLAIMER

1. By purchasing a ticket and registering for this event, you give 
VentureCapital.org the rights and permission to publish and use any pictures 
you may be included in that are taken at this event.

2. Neither this announcement nor the conference constitutes an offer to sell 
or the solicitation of an offer to purchase securities.

3. Neither the Wayne Brown Institute (WBI)/VentureCapital.org, nor any 
organization, group or individual acting in connection with Investors Choice® 
Venture Capital Conference make any representation as to the reliability of 
the information provided by the participating companies or their 
representatives.

4. If any investment in a participating company occurs as a direct or indirect 
result of the Conference, it will be solely on the initiative of the investor 
without participation by or transaction-related compensation to 
WBI/VentureCapital.org or its agents. WBI/VentureCapital.org may be paid 
compensation by participating companies, but such compensation is solely in 
connection with participation in the Forum and is unrelated to any third party 
investment in such companies.

5. Investors Choice® Venture Capital Conference serves merely as a vehicle 
to allow interested persons to view the ideas and activities of numerous 
companies and to learn about types of businesses being developed.

6. Investments in a company presenting at the Conference will involve a high 
degree of risk. Investors must perform their own due diligence and seek legal 
and other professional counsel prior to reaching any investment decisions. 
WBI/VentureCapital.org makes no warranty or representation as to any 
participating company as an investment opportunity.

7. WBI/VentureCapital.org is not a broker, dealer or investment advisor. 
WBI/VentureCapital.org has not evaluated nor endorsed the merits of any 
presentation made at the conference.

8. Investors must conduct their own investigation of facts submitted by the 
presenting companies, solicit such information from the presenting 
companies as needed to make an informed decision and negotiate the terms 
of their own investment, if any, without any participation by 
WBI/VentureCapital.org or any agent of WBI/VentureCapital.org.
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